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Abstract 
This undergraduate research project relied on data from the 2008 General 
Social Survey (GSS). That year the GSS included a large section focusing 
on respondents' religious characteristics. The focus of this project was 
strength of affiliation and how various factors like education, race, 
religious preference and gender influenced religious strength. The trend 
that higher education usually is associated with more religious "nones" 
has been noted in literature for some time. However, upon examining the 
GSS data, we found a trend that graduates who maintain their religious 
beliefs identify as having a noticeably stronger strength of affiliation after 
college. This project recognizes and compares the trends of gender, race, 
religious preference and education but also explores and outlines the 
divergent path of higher education related to strength of affiliation that 
leads to either the supporting trend of religious nones or stronger religious 
affiliation among the United States population. 
Introduction 
The General Social Survey (GSS) was established in 1972 and gathers 
data on the American society to explain trends in behaviors and beliefs of 
individuals. It allows student, scholars, and researchers to utilize the data 
and compare relevant groups and beliefs to the United States as a whole . 
The GSS is conducted in every even numbered year. The GSS sample size 
on average is around 1 ,500, however with the 2008 data there were two 
components to the survey, so there was a sample size of about 3,559 
participants. Since not everyone was asked these questions, our analysis 
sample size is about 1941. The 2008 collection of data focused on 
questions related to religiosity. In this project, there is a focus on not just 
religious affiliation, but more specifically- strength of affiliation. It will 
look and see how factors such as education, race, and sex are related to 
strength of affiliation and how they influence it. Many individuals 
identify more spiritual rather than religious. The trend for identification as 
religious "nones" has been increasing over the past 3 decades and longer. 
Some well circulated trends regarding religion is that African Americans, 
women and Protestants have a stronger strength of affiliation and these 
trends have numerous literary accounts that support these claims. It is also 
observed that as education increases, usually strength of affiliation 
decreases. However, an interesting finding emerged while looking at the 
2008 GSS data. It appears that yes, as education increases usually strength 
of affiliation decreases, but if graduates maintain their religious beliefs 
throughout their time in college they identify as having one of the 
strongest strengths of affiliation across the board. This project will outline 
and display the evidence to support these trends within the United States 
population. 
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Results of the Data 
The results of the data supported the notions that African 
Americans, women, and Protestants identify as having a stronger 
religious affiliation than any other comparative group as noted by 
research thus far. The GSS data also supported the trend that 
higher education does lead to less religious affiliation. However, 
the bifurcation effect refers to the less noted trend that if religious 
affiliation is maintained throughout educational pathways, higher 
education can lead to one of the strongest religious affiliations 
across the board. 
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